Percutaneous revascularization in acute myocardial infarction due to left main stem occlusion.
Following the encouraging results of trials testing the effect of primary percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) more cases of left main arterial stenosis (LMS) as culprit lesions in acute myocardial infarction (AMI) are being handled. Not many cases of primary PCI on LMS have been published. We present 12 cases of primary PCI on LMS. Eighty-three percent of the patients presented with cardiogenic shock and only 42% were discharged alive. Due to the high rate of cardiogenic shock at presentation, PCI seems to be the treatment of choice, over coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG), although one might consider using PCI as a bridge over to CABG.